
Dvara Research Fellowship Program 

Call for Application 2019-20 

Research Fellowship to study Themes in Household Finance of Labour Migrant Households in 

India in collaboration with Rajasthan Shram Sarathi Association 

Program Scope 

The Rajasthan Shram Sarathi Association and the Household Finance Research Initiative at Dvara Research 

are jointly offering a Fellowship for conducting research on Themes in household finance of migrant 

households in India. The Fellowship Program invites institutional and independent academicians and 

scholars to submit research proposals that thematically cuts across various dimensions of labour migrant 

households1, financial inclusion and household finance. The call for proposal aims to generate high-quality 

evidence-based research, fund the project and build a robust body of work that will educate, encourage 

and facilitate policy makers and practitioners to address the gaps in existing financial products and 

services targeted towards low-income migrant households. 

The objective of this Fellowship is to create and disseminate knowledge, best practices and impact about 

financial inclusion of labour migrant households. The repository of work built through this Fellowship will 

also assist in building a policy agenda that could create a financially inclusive ecosystem for labour migrant 

households in India. 

Context 

India is home to 100 million circular migrants that contribute to 10% of national GDP2. Migrants constitute 

of a floating and invisible population alternating between source and destination and living at the 

periphery of society. Low skilled internal circular migrant households in India face various kinds of financial 

and economic uncertainties, and some are in the form of irregular income, limited ownership of value-

generating assets (land, house and livestock) or value extracting assets (house if rented and jewellery if 

pawned) and limited participation and allocation in financial assets. One of the drivers of internal 

migration is households’ demand for income augmenting opportunities as well as an ambition to diversify 

their risks by undertaking employment in regions of higher wage opportunities. However, the financial 

decisions of migrant households are often limited by financial products and services available and 

accessible in the market. Unfortunately, the formal financial sector lacks specialized knowledge of the 

financial requirements and usage patterns of migrant workers at the destination and their families at 

source, particularly for the circular migrant segment. Currently, the formal financial sector characterizes 

circular internal migrant as a high-risk and low net worth segment and has broadly failed 

1 Labour migration does not include refugees/ forced displacement/ other forms of migration (like education, 
marriage, etc.) 
2 Deshingkar, P., & Akter, S. (2009). Migration and human development in India.

http://www.shramsarathi.org/
https://www.dvara.com/research/policy-initiatives/household-finance
https://www.dvara.com/research/


to build financial products other than remittance support. Lack of tailored financial solutions like savings, 

investments, insurance, pension and financial planning can lead to suboptimal financial portfolios of 

migrant households for members staying at origin and the destination city. 

To understand the migrant’s lifecycle and evolving financial needs and the corresponding market gaps with 

respect to the products, services, delivery channels and regulations there is a need to recognize the nature 

and extent of financial market participation and allocation by the migrant and her household members at 

the origin. A comprehensive understanding of this would enable us to understand two dimensions of their 

financial lives a) their interaction and obstacles with the existing market available and accessible to them, 

and, b) the scope of intervention and identification of market and regulatory gaps. 

Research Themes 

1. Labour migration by low-income households has been traditionally viewed as an income

diversification strategy. However, increasingly, labour migration is emerging as the principal

means of livelihoods in highly impoverished communities, characterized by low incomes and

informal, risky jobs. Existing financial service models fail to address the needs of such footloose

households whose livelihoods depends on the informal labour economy both at source and

destination. To examine the nature of financial distress and consequent coping mechanisms

adopted by low-income labour migrant households, proposals under this theme can address

questions such as

 Explore the links between informality of labour markets and financial well-being of low- 

income labour migrant households.

 Examine the financial decisions and behavior of low-income labour migrant households

at origin that use remittances as the primary source of household income.

 Capture and analyze the portfolio composition and asset allocation patterns of low- 

income migrant households with different demographic characteristics, income and

wealth levels

2. Financial interventions have direct and indirect impact on households and the rationale extends

to labour-migrant households as well. The types of intervention range from improving outcomes

under various aspects of low-income households by providing access to financial products and

services. Some of the products are credit for building physical assets, insurance for protecting

human capital, savings in financial assets for creating resources for the future.

To assess the impact of financial interventions on migrant households, proposals under this

theme can address questions such as

 Observe and document the theory of change on how access to finance, directly and

indirectly, impacts the well-being of labour migrant households

 Examine the policy and regulatory obstacles in access to suitable financial products by

low-income labour migrant households.

 Assess the role of access to finance in influencing migration/work choices



Eligibility Criteria 

This call is open to researchers affiliated with universities, think-tanks and other institutions (only in India), 

as well as to students enrolled in Doctoral programs. We are looking for proposals from individuals with 

demonstrated experience executing high-quality research projects from end to end. The proposed 

research should be related to the Indian context, and any primary research undertaken must be within 

India. 

Required skill sets/ qualifications 

a. A post-graduate degree in the fields of finance/ economics/ management/ development studies

or any social science discipline.

b. A background in research, documentation and knowledge synthesis is essential.

c. At least 3 years of relevant work or research experience.

d. Quantitative analysis skills, usage of statistical packages and ability to work with large data sets

e. Fluency in Hindi and English

f. Superior writing and communication skills

Location 

Shram Sarathi is headquartered in Udaipur, a city in the State of Rajasthan in India, where the 

management team is co-located with Aajeevika Bureau. 

 In order to build a holistic understanding of Shram Sarathi’s work, the Fellow will be required to

engage extensively with the staff including those in rural branches of Shram Sarathi and Aajeevika

Bureau in Rajasthan. Selected candidates must be willing to spend extended periods in field

locations.

Expected Output 

 The Fellow will be expected to submit a research proposal at the end of the first 3 months of the

Fellowship.

 The final research findings from the Fellowship will also be used to frame Shram Sarathi’s

migration policy agenda

 In addition, this Fellowship will enable researchers to create a knowledge base that will be used

to build a position on the impact of financial inclusion policies on labour migrant households.

Other Support 

 The Fellow will receive access to the staff of Dvara Research and Shram Sarathi for

consultations, discussion and research guidance.

 Compensation will be appropriate for the scope of the assignment and Fellows’ level of seniority.

 The Fellow will be permitted the use of office space at a location decided by Shram Sarathi to

support the work.

 The Fellow will receive support to communicate his/her findings to relevant stakeholders.



How to apply 

Interested researchers can send the following documents 

1. Curriculum vitae

2. Publication or writing sample of their recent academic/ policy work (Max 2)

3. Cover letter explaining their interest in this Fellowship (up to 500 words)

4. Two academic references whom we may contact

Selection Process 

The Fellow will be selected based on prior related experience, record of producing high-quality work and 

personal interactions during the selection process. 

1. On satisfactory submission of all documents, the researcher will be contacted for a personal

interview.

2. The Final decision on Fellow who has been chosen for the Fellowship will be communicated via

email and phone.

Please Note – We are currently looking for one Fellow to undertake this project. 

Researchers wishing to apply for the Fellowship program are invited to submit all documents with 

contact details to fellowship.research@dvara.com by July 31st 2019. Shortlisted candidate will be 

contacted by August  20th 2019. 

mailto:fellowship.research@dvara.com


About Shram Sarathi 

Rajasthan Shram Sarathi Association, headquartered in Udaipur, is a non-profit section 25 company 

registered in 2007 with a vision “to become a leading agency towards ensuring secure, dignified lives of 

communities dependent on labour and migration”. Shram Sarathi has been promoted by Aajeevika Bureau 

(www.aajeevika.org) and since its inception Shram Sarathi has undertaken pioneering work in providing 

financial services and solutions to vulnerable seasonal migrants and their families from rural Rajasthan. 

Shram Sarathi services include savings management, credit, insurance, pension and social security 

linkages, financial literacy and counselling. Shram Sarathi has unique loan products aimed at migrant 

households. For further details, please visit the website: www.shramsarathi.org 

As a pioneer in the field of financial inclusion for migrants, Shram Sarathi is keen on building knowledge 

and content on the subject and engaging more deeply with the wider microfinance sector. 

About Dvara Research 

Dvara Research is a not-for-profit organization focused on the mission of ensuring that every individual 

and every enterprise has complete access to financial services. Our mission is motivated by a strong belief 

in the deeply transformative power of finance in unlocking the potential of low-income households and 

enterprises. 

About Household Finance Research Initiative 

Dvara Research’s Household Finance Research initiative aims to rigorously understand the financial 

choices and decisions of low-income or excluded individuals and households, and their relation to 

achieving households’ objectives. It has been our consistent endeavor to study financial inclusion as a 

gateway to a suite of appropriate financial services, eventually enabling well-rounded household balance 

sheets and consumer financial well-being. 

The Household Finance Research Initiative focuses on two broad themes. The first aims to generate a 

richer understanding of the goals and opportunities that households face in their financial lives and their 

use of financial and non-financial strategies to achieve these goals. The cumulative outcomes of these 

strategies or the results from the interaction of poorly designed or unsuitably delivered market-prevalent 

financial products can lead to sub-optimal portfolio allocations for households, also known as ‘financial 

mistakes’. Our second research theme aims to unpack the complex interaction of demand and supply 

factors that result in these mistakes and to inform product design improvements or policy initiatives to 

minimize their incidence as well as mitigate their harmful consequences for vulnerable households. This 

research initiative seeks to significantly expand the scope of India-specific and policy-focused household 

finance research that is timely and relevant to current financial sector development (see our Strategy Note 

for more details). 

http://www.shramsarathi.org/home.html
http://www.shramsarathi.org/
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